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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 
Prior to examination, kindly amend the application as follows. 

In the claims: 

Cancel claims 1-21 and 23-45, without prejudice, and replace claim 22 with the 
following amended claim that has been re-written in clean form. 

22. (Amended) A method for analyzing a test nucleic acid sample to determine 
whether it contains a sequence variance, said method comprising the steps of: 

(a) obtaining a nucleic acid probe that is complementary to a sex chromosome or 
segment thereof; 

(b) forming a duplex between said test nucleic acid sample and said probe; and 

(c) analyzing whether said duplex contains a nucleotide mismatch, thereby 
determining whether said test nucleic acid sample contains a sequence variance. 


